Vista: February 22, 2018 by University of San Diego
University of San Diego
Digital USD
USD Vista USD News
2-22-2018
Vista: February 22, 2018
University of San Diego
Follow this and additional works at: https://digital.sandiego.edu/vista
This Newspaper is brought to you for free and open access by the USD News at Digital USD. It has been accepted for inclusion in USD Vista by an
authorized administrator of Digital USD. For more information, please contact digital@sandiego.edu.
Digital USD Citation
University of San Diego, "Vista: February 22, 2018" (2018). USD Vista. 798.
https://digital.sandiego.edu/vista/798
ON NEWSSTANDS WEEKLY THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 22,2018 VOLUME 55 ISSUE 14 
In nf 
Accepting a ring before spring 
Toreros discuss the pros and cons of getting married while in college 





Guillermo Le Don is a University 
of San Diego chef at the Student 
Life Pavilion (SLP) with a passion 
for painting and stories to prove 
it. Through these stories, Le Don 
offers USD much more than SLP 
meals. He exemplifies what some 
students search for during their 
undergraduate career — the 
discovery of a passion and a lifelong 
dedication to it. 
Le Don was born in Mexico 
and moved with his family to 
Los Angeles when he was eight 
months old. A long line of musicians 
preceded Le Don, leading him to an 
early interest in art. 
"I must have been 10 or 12 
years old when my mom gave me 
50 cents and I went to the movies," 
Le Don said. "I went to see Walt 
Disney's 'Snow White and the Seven 
Dwarfs' and that is what brought a 
spark into my head." 
Le Don noticed the dimension 
and transparencies within the film, 
which inspired him to recreate them 
on canvas. 
"I knew then that is what I 
wanted to do," Le Don said. "And I 
believe it's working, after all these 
See Le Don, Page 9 
New food pantry opens in the SOLES Student Lounge. 
Lilyana Espinoza 
News Editor 
The issue of homeless college 
students might seem unfamiliar, 
but it is an issue that some students 
face, including those at the 
University of San Diego. 
Robert Area, founder of 
Homeless Outreach for Student 
Transition (HOST) at Mesa 
Community College, did not drop 
the issue of homeless college 
students when he came to USD.The 
thought of a homeless student kept 
Photo courtesy of Robert Area 
him up at night. 
He found that there were 
students attending USD who had 
no home and who were hungry. 
That is when he decided to start 
HOST on USD's campus. The 
nonprofit organization has made 
progress in the few short years it 
has been at USD, providing free 
food and assistance with housing 
for students in need. 
The first food pantry, opened 
in the fall of 2016 by HOST with the 
help of the Mortar Board, is located 
See HOST, Page 2 
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"Ring before spring" is a 
phenomenon that usually occurs 
more often at religious southern 
universities, but appears to be a 
reoccurring topic of discussion at 
the University of San Diego. 
This term refers to a couple who 
gets engaged before graduating 
in the spring. Although USD is a 
religious-affiliated university, some 
Toreros have a particular notion that 
couples should not be engaged pre-
graduation. 
On the other hand, there are 
certain circumstances that some 
couples may face in which an early 
engagement is the only option. 
In an article with USA Today, 
Oakland University professor of 
sociology Terri Orbuch said that 
students' religious reasons can lead 
to an early marriage because in 
many religions sexual behavior isn't 
acceptable until marriage. 
As a devout Christian, senior 
See Ring, Page 5 
Hidden talent in the SLP 
SLP Chef Guillermo Le Don has a passion for painting 
New food pantry 
HOST opens third food pantry at USD 
Photo courtesy of Iris Pena-Franco 
After being engaged since Christmas 2015, Iris Pena-Franco and Jose Franco got married this past January. 
Guillermo Le Don displays his artwork in front of the Student Life Pavilion. 
Photo courtesy of Luke Garrett 
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HOST combats homelessness 
USD HOST organization opens third food pantry on campus for college students in need 
HOST from Page 1 
in the Student Support Services 
(SSS) office, Barcelona Hall room 
301. The second pantry was opened 
in 2016 and was originally located 
in Missions Crossroads. It was then 
relocated in 2017 to the Student 
Life Pavilion (SLP) room 403. More 
recently, a third food pantry opened 
on campus in the SOLES Student 
Lounge this spring. 
The SSS and SOLES pantries are 
exclusively funded and operated by 
USD HOST and HOST according to 
Area. 
Area believes the layout of the 
pantries at USD is more impactful 
than other universities that have 
implemented food pantries. 
"We think that our model is 
more effective because you are 
not going to walk all the way to 
the other side of campus to grab a 
power bar or to get something to 
take home for the night," Area said. 
"We don't have one cafeteria for the 
whole university; we have different 
not being bombarded with 1,000 
questions and asking for proof of 
this and that." 
The nonprofit organization 
helps between 75-100 students 
each month, according to the 
statistical analysis researched by 
HOST every year. 
Junior Timothy Marshall, 
President of HOST, understands 
the importance of his role to the 
community. 
"Moving to San Diego from 
Tucson, I never realized how the 
homeless population is so massive 
out here," Marshall said. "The 
sense of my commitment to the 
community, helping not just the 
homeless population out in San 
Diego but here at USD which is our 
home where we go, it is more than 
just fun. It is necessary and it is why 
we are doing it. It is because people 
are struggling and we are trying to 
help them." 
Marshall understands that the 
group running HOST is small, but 
that is not slowing them down. 
"We are a small group, but we 
"We don't have one cafeteria for the whole university; 
we have different places to eat So why not have 
different food pantries? I think that our model is 
unique." 
-Robert Area 
places to eat. So why not have 
different food pantries? I think that 
our model is unique." 
The pantries on campus operate 
under a "no questions asked" policy. 
Those students in need of the help 
do not have to disclose who they 
are, but there is a sign-up sheet 
that asks several basic questions for 
statistical purposes. 
Area's reason for the "no 
questions asked" policy was for the 
students to feel comfortable getting 
help. 
"We are trying to make (the 
pantries) accessible to people," 
Area said. "(We want them) to feel 
good about reaching out to us and 
are very ambitious," Marshall said. 
"We are fighting a problem and we 
want to help it as quickly as possible 
because the problem is not just 
going to go away." 
These pantries are filled through 
a food drive every fall. In the 
spring, HOST organizes a volleyball 
tournament to raise funds for 
students in need of housing. 
Area said the tournament is 
more than just raising money for 
the cause. 
He stated the money is good, 
but the awareness and unity 
the tournament brings to the 
community is better. The enjoyment 
of the tournament lightens the 
Food pantries on campus include a sheet that asks recipients non-invasive questions for statitical purposes. 
Cyrus Lange/The USD Vista 
mood surrounding the serious issue 
at hand. 
"We are building more of a sense 
of community involvement because 
it is truly the only one event that 
you could say that all three groups 
come together," Area said. "I don't 
think there is any other event (on 
campus) where you could have a 
student, a faculty, and a staff on the 
same team." 
Last year the tournament raised 
a little over $2,000. The goal for 
this year's tournament is to raise 
$5,000 for the HOST scholarship 
fund in order to help more students 
in need. This will be the second 
year the volleyball tournament will 
take place. The details for when 
and where the tournament will be 
held this year are tentative, but it is 
planned to be in mid-April. 
HOST is hoping to incorporate 
more food pantries on campus, as 
well as increase dialogue with the 
university to become involved when 
there is a student struggling with 
food insecurities. HOST continues 
to help students in need with the 
current resources available to them. 
Food Pantry Locations San Diego County Resources 
Pf* % V; V-; 
SOLES Student Lounge 
Monday - Sunday 7:30a.m.-1 
Barcelona Hall 301 
Monday - Frid 
9a.m.-5p.m. 
SLP 403 
Monday Sunday 7: JTL-
Father Joe's Villages 
(619) 446-2100 
Home Start (for young women) 
(619) 692-0727 
YMCA (for young men) 
(858) 29,2-9622 
San Diego Food Bank 
(858)527-1419 
San Diego County Office 
(858) 694-4801 
Source: USD HOST 
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Study abroad safety concerns 
The risks of studying abroad and how students address them 
USD's study abroad program takes students all over the world. 
Cyrus Lange/The USD Vista 
Glenn McDonell 
Contributor 
The 2017 "Open Doors Report" 
published by the Institute of 
International Education ranks the 
University of San Diego as second in 
the nation for undergraduate study 
abroad participation. At 80 percent, 
USD is only 5 percent behind the 
leading institution, Pepperdine 
University. 
Reports from the Institute for 
International Education released 
over the past few years indicated 
that the number of students 
studying overseas has more than 
doubled since 2003. 
With an expanding industry 
come increased safety concerns, 
and the need for comprehensive 
travel-risk management plans to 
deal with such risks.' 
The study abroad programs 
which USD students participated in 
this past fall varied in terms of the 
threats to their student participants 
and how they go about managing 
such risks. 
Junior Carol Ibrahim spent last 
semester studying and living in 
Madrid. Safety was certainly a heavy 
concern for her. 
"With all the craziness around 
the world every day, you just never 
know what people you're going to 
be around so you always have to be 
aware of every situation and just be 
as safe as possible," Ibrahim said. 
Ibrahim's program took some 
measures to address the safety of 
the students at the USD Madrid 
Center. 
"We had an emergency group 
chat with everyone in the program 
where we could mark ourselves as 
safe if any crisis or catastrophe took 
place," Ibrahim said. 
As it turns out, a number 
of security threats presented 
themselves this past fall in Spain. 
Shortly before several students 
planned to visit Barcelona, an attack 
was carried out on Las Ramblas, a 
popular tourist boulevard in the 
city, killing 13 people and injuring at 
least 130 others. 
The USD Madrid Center assessed 
the potential of continued security 
threats before approving students' 
travel plans, according to Ibrahim. 
"The attack rocked our whole 
group," she said. "It was a nerve-
wracking time for everyone there 
and I think it led everyone to be even 
more aware of their surroundings 
while we were in Barcelona." 
Ibrahim feels that while the risks 
are always there and it's important 
to be careful at all times, she also 
didn't let them bother her too much. 
"I didn't let fear stop me from 
living my life and enjoying my 
experience abroad," Ibrahim said. "I 
just felt like I had to be smart about 
the situations I was getting myself 
into." 
Terrorist threats in public places 
were also a cause for concern 
for students based out of Aix en 
Provence in the south of France. 
Junior Bix Hirigoyen was one 
of the students who traveled the 
region through the use of public 
trains and stations, which are 
sometimes vulnerable to extremist 
attacks. 
"We were in close proximity 
to Marseille, where I know for a 
fact threats and attacks occurred 
somewhat regularly,"said Hirigoyen. 
"Nothing really bad happened to 
anyone in our community but we 
were constantly on watch in public 
places like train stations, where 
sadly bomb threats have become a 
normal occurrence." 
French security services foiled 
as many as 20 plots in 2017, 
according to an article published 
in Newsweek earlier this year. 
The State Department issued an 
advisory on its website in January 
warning tourists about worsening 
threat levels in the nation. 
While terrorism has been an 
ongoing problem in France for 
several years now, Britain was 
actually the most at-risk nation in 
Europe this past year. According 
to the 2017 EU Terrorism Report 
released by Europol, 72 of the 
120 attempted attacks in Europe 
occurred in the U.K. 
Junior Connor Murray studied at 
Queen Mary University in London's 
east end and said that USD did 
more to warn students of potential 
dangers than his host institution. 
"We were in London on the day 
of a bombing in September and we 
all got emails from both USD and 
the local embassy asking us about 
our whereabouts and whatnot,"said 
Murray. "We were hearing about 
threats and bombings throughout 
the semester, but Queen Mary didn't 
really do much to make sure we 
were safe, to be honest." 
Junior Lauren de la Cruz, who 
was one of about 60 USD students 
who studied at the Anglo-American 
University in Prague, Czech Republic 
this past fall, said her program was 
decently proactive on safety. 
"Every week there was a 
mandatory survey sent out from 
CEA where students had to provide 
their weekend travel itineraries and 
emergency contact information," de 
la Cruz said. "This was used just to 
keep track of where all the abroad 
students were in case anything 
happened." 
While terrorism was a major 
concern for the students in Europe 
this past fall, those on Semester 
at Sea (SAS) faced another type of 
danger. 
Junior Camille Cohan was a 
student on the fall voyage and 
said the program administrators 
emphasized the threat of Rohypnols, 
more commonly referred to as 
"roofies," in bar and club settings for 
many of the cities on the itinerary. 
"We were warned to be 
especially aware of our surroundings 
in new and unfamiliar countries," 
Cohan said. "SAS made sure to tell 
us exactly what to keep an eye out 
for, from pickpocketing to roofies to 
scams." 
The SAS Fall 2017 voyage visited 
10 ports in Europe, Africa, and Asia 
for a total of 104 days, with 41 in 
country and the remainder at sea. 
Students attended classes during 
the 61 days en route and traveled 
within the country while the ship 
remained docked in each port. 
While Semester at Sea provides 
guided travel for students to enroll 
in, these tours are not included 
with the price of the program and 
some students choose to travel 
independently from the SAS 
program. 
Junior and SAS participant Alexa 
Perera said independently planned 
and funded travel was the more 
attractive option. 
"It was usually more affordable," 
Perera said. "You had flexibility to 
change your plans according to 
what you ended up wanting to 
do over time in each country, and 
as a result could be more open to 
spontaneity, and you could travel 
with whoever you want, such as 
small groups of friends that you 
would know you would have fun 
traveling with." 
Due to the fact that the 
Semester at Sea program could not 
100 percent guarantee the safety 
of students who chose to travel 
independently, efforts were made to 
provide students with information 
and resources to promote their 
safety in country. 
"SAS conducted pre-ports, 
which were shipwide meetings the 
night before we ported into each 
country," Perera said. "They would 
provide statistics surrounding 
various crime rates and gave us 
a general sense of how safe the 
country could be. They gave us 
contact information for getting 
in contact with the ship in case 
of emergencies, and also safety 
facilities we could reach in certain 
areas of the countries." 
Unfortunately, these and other 
precautions were not enough to 
prevent the tragic death of a student 
who was traveling independently 
from the SAS program while the ship 
was docked in Yangon, Myanmar. 
Kassandra "Kassie" Braun, a 
student at St. Edward's University 
in Austin, Texas, was exploring the 
ancient city of Bagan when she fell 
20 feet from a temple and sustained 
fatal head injuries, according to a 
statement issued by Semester at Sea 
last November. 
Cohan was in the majority of 
students who did not hear of Braun's 
passing until returning to the port 
city of Yangon before the ship's 
departure. 
"When we returned to the ship 
and learned the news, the tragedy 
sent a shock through every person in 
our community,"Cohan said."No one 
believed it would actually happen to 
one of us until it did. Everybody was 
there to support each other, which 
was amazing to witness but terrible 
the circumstances that allowed that 
to happen." 
Braun's death serves as a 
reminder that unfortunately not 
everyone who leaves their home 
campus to study abroad for a 
semester returns safely to their 
friends and family. 
* , „ 
Junior Carol Ibrahim on a weekend visit to Rome, Italy during her semester abroad in Madrid, Spain. 
Photo courtesy of Carol Ibrahim 
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OPINION 
Snapchat loses its streak 
Toreros speak with no filter about the newest Snapchat update 
Taryn Beaufort 
Opinion Editor 
Toreros might be familiar 
with the red dot that pops up 
on the iPhone application store, 
indicating that it is a time to 
update the apps on their phone. 
This. notification can be seen 
more as a nuisance than a friendly 
reminder. 
Last week, some University of 
San Diego students updated to 
the new Snapchat, causing their 
'snapping' habits to change. Tech 
companies pride themselves on 
being ahead of the curve and 
giving consumers innovative 
features. But this time, Snapchat 
might have made a mistake. 
advertisements and content. 
When users swipe left, friends' 
temporary stories are intermixed 
with direct messages from other 
friends. 
Junior Michael Kneifel has 
been an avid user of Snapchat over 
the years for its creative nature. 
"It allows me to express parts 
of my life without sharing that 
information with everybody like 
on Instagram or Facebook," Kneifel 
said. "For me, Snapchat is more of 
a select avenue in that I only add 
people who I personally know, so 
I feel more comfortable posting 
something that's a little more out 
there, so to say." 
For someone who was very 
familiar with the layout of the app, 
Kneifel did not like the changes of 
"My experiences with the new Snapchat have been 
awful. It is a struggle to navigate through particular 
stories now because I struggle with change like this." 
-Michael Kneifel 
The update included a major 
redesign for the social media 
platform. According to Snapchat, 
the goal was to make it easier to 
stay in touch with friends, discover 
new content, and use the app in 
general. Instead of seeing friends' 
stories when a user swipes right, 
users are greeted with paid 
the new update. 
"My experiences with the new 
Snapchat have been awful," Kneifel 
said. "It is a struggle to navigate 
through particular stories now 
because I struggle with change 
like this. I wouldn't say that I use 
it any less, I just hate it. Maybe 
in time my usage will change if 
Snapchat doesn't." 
Kneifel commented on one 
of the most significant changes 
made by the Snapchat update and 
how it is not relevant to him. 
"For someone who doesn't 
use the news aspect of Snapchat, 
I really hate how emphasized 
that is now," Kneifel said. "It feels 
like they are selling their soul to 
advertising, because it was great 
the way it was. So why change 
other than money reasons? That's 
the only logical reason." 
Junior Kate Peterson mainly 
uses Snapchat to connect with 
friends in a fun way and share 
snapshot moments. 
"The update hasn't made me 
usetheappless; ithasjustchanged 
the way I use it," Peterson said. "I've 
found myself going on the app but 
not looking at everyone's stories 
as much due to the layout of the 
new system. It's too confusing and 
hard to maneuver." 
Peterson noted that the 
change was too much, too quickly, 
and that Snapchat should have 
eased users into the transition. 
"I'm not sure why they even 
felt the need to make such a 
drastic change in the first place," 
Peterson said. "I was so confused 
on how to use it when I first saw 
it. Blending who you send snaps 
to and the story part of it seems so 
odd to me." 
On the contrary, professor 
Bradley Bond enjoys the new 
features of the update, especially 
some of the other new features 
that Snapchat brought," Patterson 
said. "I really like all of the new 
fonts you can use on your stories. 
"I tend to open Instagram now before I open 
Snapchat, but other than that it's pretty much the 
same: 
what the new chat page looks like. 
"I don't mind that the friends' 
personal snaps are now on the 
same list as the friends' snap 
stories," Bond said. "I think it makes 
it more fluid in terms of checking 
up with friends. You can view 
snaps sent to you and snaps from 
stories in one space." 
The new Snapchat update 
has changed the Snapchat habits 
of junior Emily Patterson only 
minimally. 
"I use the updated Snapchat 
app about as much as I did pre-
update," Patterson said. "However, 
I've noticed that I spend a lot less 
time tapping through people's 
stories. I also tend to open 
Instagram now before I open 
Snapchat, but other than that it's 
pretty much the same." 
Patterson mentioned that not 
everything about the update is 
bad. 
"I think people are overlooking 
-Emily Patterson 
It allows for more creativity." 
While some people contend 
that Snapchat only had advertisers 
in mind while designing the 
update — Patterson begs to differ. 
"The update might have been 
a result of the popularity seen with 
Instagram stories and the gradual 
shift of social media users from 
Snapchat to Instagram," Patterson. 
"I think they also had users in mind 
with the aspect of the update 
that sorted out the celebrity and 
influencer stories from the people 
you actually know." 
Some Toreros might not like 
change — especially when it 
comes to social media alterations 
like the Snapchat update. While 
Snapchat's intentions were 
probably for the best, their 
message was lost in translation 
as Toreros started updating their 
app. If only there were a filter to 
best express Toreros' feedback for 
the update. 
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Spring brings in new rings 
Students experience proposals and marriages before graduation 
Iris Pena-Franco and Jose Franco got married this past January at the University of San Diego in the Immaculata. Pena-Franco and Franco have been dating since their senior year of high school. 
Photo courtesy of Iris Pena-Franco 
Ring from Page 1 
Dominique Rougeau 
understands from a religious 
point of view some of the benefits 
that may accompany an early 
engagement. 
"I think people decide to get 
married so young because it 
allows many things to become 
more acceptable from a religious 
perspective," Rougeau said. "It is a 
convenient and holy — for those 
who identify as Christian — way to 
move in together and live with that 
significant other post-graduation 
as they're transitioning into a new 
phase of life." 
Although Rougeau is 
understanding of this practice, she 
believes that it would make just 
"While he was at basic training/ 
MOS (military occupational 
speciality) school for six months 
we only communicated through 
letter and one phone call during 
Thanksgiving," Pena-Franco said. 
"It was the first time we were 
away from each other during 
the six months of basic training, 
and knowing that I was still 
there supporting him along the 
way really made him feel like he 
couldn't be without me — at least 
that's what he said when he was 
down on one knee. When he came 
back for Christmas that's when he 
popped the question." 
Pena-Franco got engaged to 
her now-husband during her first 
year at USD at the age of 19. They 
"I always thought I would get engaged when I was 
in college, but I didn't think it would be so early. I 
also thought I would get married after graduating." 
-Iris Pena-Franco 
as much sense to wait until after 
graduation. 
"I think marriage is a very 
beautiful and exciting milestone 
to experience," Rougeau said. "But 
at our age, I personally believe it is 
a tad young to experience that and 
to step into all of the expectations 
that come with the married life." 
This poses the question of how 
young is too young for marriage 
and what would be an appropriate 
age. 
"I think that any age at 
or under 23 is too young for 
marriage," Rougeau said. "I believe 
it is crucial for a person to gain 
a strong sense of self before 
committing themselves to another 
person through marriage. At age 
23 or younger, I just don't know 
if a person has fully matured and 
developed a sense of self of truly 
knowing who they are." 
However, there may be some 
circumstances that make an 
early engagement more socially 
acceptable. 
A factor that played a crucial 
role in junior Iris Pena-Franco's 
early engagement was her 
husband's decision to enlist in 
the army right after high school 
graduation. 
married this past January. 
"I always thought that I would 
get engaged when I was in college, 
but I didn't think it would be so 
early," Pena-Franco said. "I also 
thought that I would get married 
after graduating college. Plans 
change though." 
Having a child get engaged 
so early during their college 
education may be concerning 
for some parents, seeing as 
their child is committing to a 
lifelong relationship, but Pena-
Franco's parents took a more 
understanding approach. 
"My parents told my fiance at 
the time that we had to stick to our 
own paths, meaning graduating 
college and finishing his time in 
the service," Pena-Franco said. 
"And as long as we supported each 
other through that and did not 
interfere so that we could have the 
best possible future, he could have 
their blessing to ask me." 
Pena-Franco said she is a 
relatively private person by nature, 
so many of her fellow Toreros were 
surprised to find out she is now 
happily married. 
"Friends are always so shocked 
just because I don't parade 
it around," Pena-Franco said. 
"Professors that I end up telling 
for travel purposes always tell 
me, 'You are so young.' But in all 
honesty, I knew he was the one for 
me because we were best friends 
since sixth grade and then made 
it official our senior year (of high 
school)." 
Senior Julie Lai noted that 
while she does believe being 
in college may be too young to 
make such a big commitment, 
she doesn't associate a negative 
stigma with that thought. 
"People look at young couples 
who are engaged or married and 
think, 'Wow, you're leaving the 
party early,' or believe they are 
giving away their freedom," Lai 
said. "I don't think that's true. 
You're freely choosing to enter 
into a different life filled with 
different adventure, filled with 
new challenges and joys unlike 
you've ever experienced." 
Questioning commitment can 
be a result of societal pressures 
from family, friends, and the 
media. Lai shared her perspective 
on the matter. 
"It can be troublesome if you're 
not ready or with the right person," 
Lai said. "But we're never going to 
be totally ready either. We are told 
we need to do a lot of things before 
we get married, like be financially 
stable, travel, date around, and 
so much more. But who said that 
was the best part of life? I refuse 
to believe that the peak of my life 
was in my 20s." 
Even as a sophomore, Ryan 
Gentry has recently noticed a 
lot of his friends starting to get 
engaged. 
"My initial reaction is always, 
'Why?'" Gentry said. "I don't 
understand why they wouldn't 
want to figure out real adult 
life first before jumping into 
something like that." 
Gentry commented on a 
negative stigma that is associated 
with early engagements and 
marriages. 
"I think the stigma comes 
from assuming there is a lack of 
world experience in the couple," 
Gentry said. "However, I do think 
the stigma lessens the more the 
couple seems prepared for their 
futures. People with plans inspire 
more confidence." 
Gentry noted that early 
proposals and marriages tend to 
"These are all very subjective 
opinions," Gentry said. "At the end 
of the day, if the couple really 
thinks they can pull it off, who am I 
"People look at young couples who are engaged 
or married and think, 'Wow, you're leaving the 
party early,'or believe they are giving away their 
freedom." 
-Julie Lai 
come off as presumptuous. 
"These are two people 
that simply assume they know 
everything they need to know 
about how they will feel in the 
future," Gentry said. "I will say 
though, it is kind of cool to see two 
young people taking that chance. 
There is a bit of charm to it." 
Gentry ended on a positive 
note. 
to tell them they can't?" 
Yes — the notion of ring before 
spring might not be as common 
among Toreros, but that does not 
mean it's not occurring around 
campus. There can be several 
reasons why a couple decides to 
commit to marriage earlier rather 
than later on, as well as other 
reasons why a couple may decide 
not to. 
It is common for couples to take creative photos when announcing their engagement. 
Photo courtesy of Seth Reese/ Unsplash 
Have an opinion? Write a Letter to the Editor to be considered for publication in The USD Vista. Contact vistaeditor@ sandiego .edu for more information. 
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Beyond the Classroom: 
uccessm omen o 
From the classroom to the catwalk to the chapel, University of San Diego alumna Giulia Dugo 
balanced a college workload and a fashion blog during her time at USD until she graduated in 
spring 2016. After she received her degree in international business and marketing, she swapped the 
textbooks for a position at Adobe. Senior Kaitlyn Kirkegaard is taking similar steps to be a successful 
woman in the workplace, while balancing her job and school. Her "love of love," as she puts it, has 
transformed her passion for wedding planning into a career. She currently works at the wedding 
service company Ivory & Grace, and after Kirkegaard graduates in spring 2018, she has high hopes for 
her future in wedding coordinating. 
SAN DIEGO 
CITY GUIDE 
PALM TREES PELLEGRINO \ 
Carter & SHjU, for ike Profmmai Idotua*i 
Kaitlyn Kirkegaard, senior 
Kaitlyn Kirkegaard dreams of 
wedding bells and white dresses. 
And while some fantasize about 
planning their own wedding, 
Kirkegaard dreams of planning 
other people's special day. She is a 
wedding coordinator and partner 
at Ivory & Grace, a wedding service 
company. She is dedicated to 
the business so much that she is 
planning a wedding on her special 
day — graduation. 
Kirkegaard has been interested 
in weddings since senior year of 
high school, in which she had to 
complete a project and pick a 
topic for it. Some students picked 
career-based projects, while others 
picked community service activities. 
Kirkegaard decided to learn more 
about being a wedding planner. 
She got her first job in the 
wedding business after impressing 
her employer at a bridal bazaar. 
At the time, she was a first-year 
in college and was starting a new 
chapter in her life at USD, yet was 
still searching for something more 
than just a college education. 
While balancing workand school, 
the two can sometimes overlap. On 
the day of her graduation in May, 
Kirkegaard will have to ditch her cap 
and gown immediately after the 
ceremony to set up for a wedding. 
"My graduation is from around 
8 a.m. to 11 a.m.," Kirkegaard said. 
"Then I have to rush to Mission Bay 
for the wedding by noon to prepare 
for the ceremony, which starts at 3 
p.m. that same day." 
Kirkegaard appreciates the 
importance of a good education, 
especially with her experience at 
USD. Majoring in communication 
studies, she was encouraged by 
her professors to meet face-to-face 
with potential employers and to 
get exposure to the market and real 
world. She realized the importance 
of doing well in school, but knows 
that it is not the only important 
aspect of her life. 
"Although I want to be a hard 
worker, and show my professors that 
I care to be (in class) and to learn, 
I'm also not trying to kill myself to 
get perfect grades," Kirkegaard said. 
"I feel like my mindset in regard 
to school is getting applicable 
knowledge and experience." 
Kirkegaard wasalready balancing 
a busy school schedule when she 
was approached by Ivory & Grace, 
but acknowledged that she was 
given a unique opportunity and did 
not want to pass it up. She manages 
to have a good work-life balance 
between juggling her wedding 
planning, school, and personal life. 
Though Kirkegaard has her own 
personal responsibilities outside 
of Ivory & Grace, she still manages 
to put her heart and soul into her 
work, which she believes shows in 
her product. 
"I believed that God has a plan for 
me and he set things in my lap, and 
I wasn't going to say, 'I don't have 
time for this right now,'" Kirkegaard 
said. 
Kirkegaard is looking forward 
to graduating from USD so she can 
devote more time to her business 
and workon expanding herclientele. 
As for right now, she is focusing 
on her studies so she can graduate 
and transition into continuing her 
professional pursuit of wedding 
planning at Ivory & Grace. 
Advice: "Focus on connections and 
networking. Every job that I have 
gotten was through networking." 
Giulia Dugo, class 
From fashion advice to Adobe 
troubleshooting, Giulia Dugo 
has it covered. As an alumna 
of the University of San Diego, 
Dugo has followed her childhood 
dream of working for Adobe 
while simultaneously running a 
successful blog. And wherever 
her career takes her, she holds her 
techie-fashionista-blogger toolkit 
under her belt. 
Dugo is currently the marketing 
strategy manager at Adobe 
Systems, and graduated from 
USD in spring 2016 with a degree 
in marketing and international 
business. She is also known for her 
blog, Palm Trees & Pellegrino. In 
addition to working with Adobe, 
she manages, edits, and produces 
content on her website. 
The blog focuses on Dugo's 
journey as a fashionista in the tech 
industry, her travel, and career 
advice. The website states that it 
"works to motivate the professional 
woman to believe in herself." Dugo 
only worked on the blog for about 
five hours a week while she was 
in school because she believed 
maintaining good grades was 
"important for her future. 
"To an extent, I agree that 
it's important to do something 
different," Dugo said. "It's just how 
I grew up. I thought my GPA was 
really important. At the end of the 
day, when you're trying to get a job, 
it's not all the GPA. But, it opens the 
door to opportunities. Everything 
else is a cherry on top." 
Dugo wanted to work with 
Adobe since she was 12 years 
old when she discovered Adobe 
InDesign. She instantly fell in love 
with marketing and design, and 
that love continued when she 
reached college. She noted that 
there are not too many jobs that 
have an overlap between marketing 
and international business, and 
believed that working with Adobe 
was the only one that she thought 
was the right fit. 
Dugo emphasized the 
importance of taking advantage 
of services offered at USD such as 
the Career Development Center 
(CDev), which helped her practice 
for job interviews. Robin Darmon, 
the senior director of CDev 
prepared her for an interview with 
Adobe. 
Dugo noted it can be hard to 
differentiate onself in a pool of 
students, and she did not want 
to compete in the same areas as 
everyone else. She felt a need to 
do something that was more about 
her own personal interests and 
beliefs, rather than just something 
in which others were participating. 
"In college we tend to forget 
there's more than just taking your 
classes or getting a good grade," 
Dugo said. 
While she worked on her blog 
outside of school, Dugo stressed 
the importance of being involved 
in college. Dugo wanted to have 
something special that made 
her stand out of a big crowd, but 
believed that participating in 
school-related opportunities is 
important as well. 
"Getting leadership 
opportunities on campus (is 
important)," Dugo said. "Having a 
small role in a club made such a 
difference in my career right now. 
When you start off your career 
you don't have those leadership 
opportunities, but having had 
those, it'll really help you (in 
business)." 
Dugo has a budding future at 
Adobe, and will continue to work 
on her blog in the meantime. She 
thanks USD for the career she has 
today, and hopes to inspire women 
professionals in the future to 
pursue their careers. 
Advice: "Do research! If you're 
going to start a business, we're 
lucky enough to have Google right 
now. Research is what it takes. Don't 
be afraid to reach out to people 
you look up to. If it's not perfect on 
the first tryf don't be afraid to fail. 
Because everything in life is a work 
in progress. You can't expect to be 
amazing on day one. Don't be too 
hard on yourself." 
Photos Courtesy of Kaitlyn Kirkegaard/lvory & Grace Photos Courtesy of Giulia Dugo/Palm Trees & Pellegrino 
Spread by Rita Srekais; Content by Kevin Klein and CelinaTebor 
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Inside look at the Women's Center 
The center is mostly funded by Associated Students and hopes to receive more funding from USD 
The Women's Center provides a physical space with a table and couches for USD students to spend time in, as well as a Mother's Room for moms who are nursing. 
Cameron Fruehe/The USD Vista 
Mary Clare Flavin 
Contributor 
Located on the fourth floor 
of the SLP, the Women's Center 
is tucked away in a small corner 
in between the United Front 
Multicultural Center (UFMC) and 
the International Student Lounge 
(ISO). Aiming to increase the 
knowledge of the University of San 
Diego community about women's 
issues, the center hosts a variety of 
workshops and events. They also 
provide a lounge for students to 
spend time in. The Women's Center, 
is 95 percent funded by Associated 
Students and hopes to gain funding 
from the university in the future in 
order to continue pursuing its goals 
for education. 
As the director of the Women's 
Center, Erin Lovette-Colyer has 
sought to engage the campus 
community in meaningful 
conversations since she first arrived 
at the University of San Diego in 
2007. Lovette-Colyer is the first 
director and full-time professional 
within the center, and she advises 
students in the areas of gender-
related issues and works closely 
with administration to develop 
various initiatives. Throughout her 
11 years at USD, she finds social 
justice to be at the forefront of her 
efforts, encouraging women to find 
The Women's Center originated 
as an Associated Students 
committee in 1995 and has gradually 
developed into the student-
centered learning community 
that it is today. It is staffed by both 
undergraduate and graduate 
students. Embracing Catholic Social 
Thought as its foundation and 
improving the lives of women as its 
goal, the Women's Center fulfills its 
Education (CARE) network, the 
center has teamed up with USD 
staff and administrators to provide 
support and resources to students 
affected by sexual and relationship 
violence. 
The Women's Center offers 
opportunities for USD women to 
build community, explore their 
identity, and learn more about 
feminism. Flosting annual events 
such as the "First Year Women 
Rock" dinner discussion series, the 
center invites first-year women to 
participate in genuine conversations 
about sisterhood, relationships, and 
life in college. 
USD senior Madison Ryan has 
been a member of the Women's 
Center student staff since last 
semester and is especially grateful 
for the way it has significantly 
shaped her college experience. 
"The Women's Center has been 
a place that has contributed to my 
sense of belonging at USD," Ryan 
said. "I've been able to learn from 
other women in the community and 
hear voices that are often excluded 
from important conversations. It's 
been a great place to make strong, 
supportive friendships." 
The center has encompassed 
the theme of belonging as one of its 
building blocks — an opportunity 
for women and men to explore 
themselves and feel encouragement 
to express their identities. Providing 
a series of discussion groups 
centered on the idea of student 
wellness, the Women's Center offers 
an LGBTIQ+ Rainbow Wellness 
group, an LGBTIQ+ and Allies 
group co-sponsored by PRIDE, a 
multicultural women's circle, and 
a men's group. Through its various 
discussion groups, the center has 
remained true to its mission of 
empowerment and continues to try 
to bring about change within the 
USD community. 
The financial support of 
Associated Students provides the 
Women's Center with the necessary 
funds for its programs and yearly 
events. AS acts as its primary ally, 
funding $35,000 - 40,000 yearly for 
the center's programs, including 
both its Empower Leadership 
Retreat and Women of Impact 
luncheon. The university itself 
funds $10,000 yearly for the center's 
operating budget, and also provides 
for sexual assault awareness 
week, the director position of 
Lovette-Colyer, and the education 
prevention coordinator position of 
Amanda Luckett. 
"Of course there's always a 
desire for more funding," Lovette-
Colyer said. "The provided 
resources around staffing are clear 
commitments from the university. 
These are issues that they're 
committed to taking up and there's 
a great deal of support in that." 
Lovette-Colyer explained how 
President Harris recognizes the 
tremendous impact the center has 
on the campus community and 
acknowledges the awareness it 
has raised for issues such as sexual 
violence. 
"He's articulated his 
commitment to the work that 
we're doing based on the many 
messages that he is sending about 
the university's dedication to issues 
around social justice," Lovette-
Colyer said. "He was able to come to 
Take Back the Night during sexual 
assault awareness week last year 
and I've spoken with him about 
the importance of the issues that 
we take up. He's been extremely 
supportive." 
In the spring of 2017, 
conversations regarding funding 
began between Associated Students 
and the USD administration. The 
Women's Center was not aware of 
the discussion between Associated 
Students and administration at the 
time it was occurring, according to 
Lovette-Colyer. 
With the leadership and 
support of President Will Tate and 
Vice President Shannan Conlon, 
Associated Students facilitated this 
discussion. 
"It was a goal of AS to 
acknowledge the efforts that the 
Women's Center makes on campus," 
Conlon said. "We wanted to help 
them secure an additional budget 
that all of the other centers had on 
campus, and (we) believed that they 
too deserved this financial support." 
After sitting down with Vice 
President of Student Affairs Carmen 
Vazquez, Tate and Conlon spoke 
of their desire to further assist the 
Women's Center. They stated how 
Vazquez remarked that she also 
thought it was a wonderful idea, but 
that she could not promise anything 
at the moment. 
"She was extremely supportive 
of our idea and it was nice to know 
that the administration was on 
board with giving the Women's 
Center a budget," Conlon said. "The 
university had already planned out 
its own budget for the 2018 school 
year. Therefore, the center will have 
to wait until next year to reach 
out again. I think they have real 
potential for the future." 
Lovette-Colyer will continue 
to dedicate time and effort into 
the Women's Center as long as she 
believes that the USD community 
will improve and grow from its 
efforts. 
"We're always looking for ways 
to reach new students and invite 
them into conversations about 
different issues," Lovette-Colyer 
said. "They're not new issues, but 
it's staying committed to growing in 
knowledge about them. I'm hopeful 
that years from now we won't need 
any of the care services because it 
won't be an issue." 
Despite the fact that the AS 
initiative was never written into the 
student affairs budget, it is clear that 
the Women's Center will continue 
to serve the USD community in 
various ways. While the center 
is not fighting for funding, AS' 
meeting with Vasquez is a hopeful 
step in the future to receive all 
forms of encouragement from 
USD, including financial support 
for the 2019 academic year. In the 
meantime, the center will continue 
to perform outreach activities and 
raise awareness on gender-related 
issues. 
"I've been able to learn from other women in 
the community and hear voices that are often 
excluded from important conversations." 
-Madison Ryan 
their voice and create change. 
"I've joked with folks mostly 
beginning in October," Lovette-
Colyer said. "People will come up 
to me and say, 'Wow you must have 
a lot to talk about in the Women's 
Center these days,' and I'll have to 
bite my tongue and say, 'No.' We've 
been talking about this the whole 
time." 
mission by engaging the campus 
community in an educational 
dialogue. 
The center has brought 
attention to the many issues 
impacting women everywhere by 
coordinating a variety of programs 
throughout the year. Through 
prevention education and the 




The center seeks to provide education to the USD community about women's issues. 
Cameron Fruehe/The USD Vista 
"We're always looking for ways to reach new 
students and invite them into conversations 
about different issues. They're not new issues, but 
it's staying committed to growing in knowledge 
about them." 
-Erin Lovette-Colyer 
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SLP chef shares hidden talent 
Guillermo Le Don shares his life as a painter and his artwork inspiration 
Luke Garrett 
Contributor 
Guillermo Le Don is a University 
of San Diego chef at the Student 
Life Pavilion (SLP) with a passion 
for painting and stories to prove it. 
Through these stories, Le Don offers 
USD much more than SLP meals. 
He exemplifies what some students 
search for during their undergradu­
ate career — the discovery of a pas­
sion and a lifelong dedication to it. 
Le Don was born in Mexico and 
moved with his family to Los Ange­
les when he was eight months old. A 
long line of musicians preceded Le 
Don, leading him to an early interest 
in art. 
"I must have been 10 or 12 
years old when my mom gave me 
50 cents and I went to the movies," 
Le Don said. "I went to see Walt 
Disney's'Snow White and the Seven 
Dwarfs' and that is what brought a 
spark into my head." 
Le Don noticed the dimension 
and transparencies within the film, 
which inspired him to recreate them 
on canvas. 
"I knew then that is what I 
wanted to do," Le Don said. "And I 
believe it's working, after all these 
years." 
Following high school gradua­
tion, Le Don went on his own and 
traveled to Chicago, Arizona, and 
finally returned to LA, all the while 
painting. 
"The best thing for me was learn­
ing on my own, going to museums, 
looking at books, and other paint­
ers," Le Don said. 
Along with books and museums, 
travel itself also informed his artistic 
craft. The most notable of these 
travels was a cross-country road trip 
he took shortly after he married. 
"My wife and I bought a brand 
new Volkswagen van in 1974," Le 
Don said, pausing to chuckle. "We 
took everything our parents gave 
us from the marriage and sold it, 
except the house of course." 
Le Don, his wife, their newborn, 
and the VW van traveled for two 
months across the country, selling 
paintings here and there. As Le Don 
finished the story he grinned and 
said, "We painted and that's it." 
This novel method of personal 
artistic training served Le Don well. 
By 1981, at the age of 27, Le Don's 
work was shown at an exhibition 
in Hollywood, California where his 
painting was hung next to the work 
of the great Mexican painter Diego 
Rivera. 
"I didn't realize the names I was 
showing with and that blew me 
away," Le Don said. "That was the 
key moment in my life where I knew 
I wanted to do this. I have always 
made time for painting, I never 
stopped." 
As Le Don's artistic career grew, 
he went on to paint murals, Hawai­
ian cookbook illustrations, and 
other commissions. However, paint­
ing is not the whole story. Le Don 
made a point to mention work and 
family as necessities. Over the years 
he has worked in the journalistic, 
medical, legal, and culinary fields, as 
well as raised three children. 
Amid the necessities of life, 
namely family and work, Le Don 
pursued, fostered, and worked to 
fulfill his childhood dream of creat­
ing "that dimension" on canvas. He 
primarily works with acrylic paint 
and has a wide range of subject 
matter. 
"It's just work, work, and work," 
Le Don said. "That's pretty much it. 
Don't compromise. Art is a serious 
thing, like music. You start with the 
piano as a base. I study my drawings 
as a base. Then you have gotta work, 
work, and work." 
One of Le Don's featured acrylic on canvas of a fruit bowl as seen on his website. 
Le Don lives up to his word. Cur­
rently he cooks at the omelette and 
Maize stations in the SLP as well as 
for his grandchildren and his wife. 
He makes sure to incorporate his 
artistic self into every meal. 
"For its color and its setting, 
there is a way you need to attract 
the customer before they take a 
bite," Le Don said. "Then the taste 
comes in later." 
As for painting, Le Don is at the 
height of his artiste career and is 
motivated now more than ever. 
"Coming back from California, 1 
have been back for five years now," 
Le Don said. "I have never been so 
productive— it's incredible. I don't 
know what it is but I'm glad I did. If 
it's not drawing, it reading, and if it's 
not reading, it's painting." 
Although few students at USD 
know Guillermo Le Don as an ac­
complished painter, he enjoys being 
a chef at the SLP. 
"I think it's a great campus," Le 
Photo courtesy of Guillermo Le 
Don said. "I'm impressed with the 
students and how generous and 
humble you are. I can see the sin-
cereness. I enjoy it, I am sincere in 
what I do. I hope the students enjoy 
it." 
Le Don's stories, paintings, and 
SLP meals are all products of a life 
filled with impassioned work. His 
stories, in particular, reveal a rich 
source of wisdom — a resource USD 
students can access with a simple 
hello. 
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Foodie features fun treats 
Tia Philippart creates Blonde Bites to showcase local restaurants around San Diego 
Nicole Kuhn 
A&C Editor 
Foodies — students love them, 
follow them, and sometimes, are 
them. They are the food experts, 
and best of all, the go-to people 
when looking for a new place 
to eat. Junior Tia Philippart is 
a foodie who started her own 
food Instagram "Blonde Bites" 
showcasing the best places to 
grab a bite around San Diego. 
Her Instagram blog features 
local restaurants around San Diego 
and spotlights all types of food 
such as donuts, burgers, coffee, 
burritos, and even vegetarian 
options. Inspired by friends and 
her upbringing, Philippart started 
her journey this past summer. 
"I was never a picky eater," 
Philippart said. "I was raised in a 
family where we love food too. We 
really respect great ingredients 
and trying/creating unheard of 
food dishes. I also love cooking as 
well. So eating in is great too. I like 
to make tasty and non-ordinary 
dishes. One of my favorite 
things to make is chicken tacos. I 
marinate the chicken first in soy 
sauce, cinnamon, coconut sugar, 
coconut oil, and lime. As weird as 
that combination sounds, it's so 
good." 
Philippart explained how she 
got the name for her Instagram. 
"It was very spur of the 
moment and I wanted something 
catchy that still related to me," 
Philippart said. "I thought an 
alliteration would be cute and fun, 
so Blonde Bites stuck." 
One of her favorite restaurants 
to visit is Donut Bar, which she 
proclaimed as the best foodie 
dessert place. She even suggested 
places for Toreros to explore their 
food frenzy. 
"For atmosphere I recommend 
El Prez — it's a great lookout and 
the tacos were great," Philippart 
said."For food, I recommend Board 
& Brew in Pacific Beach — great 
sandwich place." 
Philippart has visited and 
featured restaurants on her 
Instagram such as Lemonade, 
Motodeli, and Snooze A.M. 
Eatery, as well as holes in the wall 
including S3 Coffee Bar, Crust 
Pizzeria, and Bali Hai Restaurant. 
From Herb and Eatery to Puesto 
to undiscovered restaurants in San 
Diego, Phillapart is constantly 
updating her Instagram blog and 
finding new spots to capture. 
"Every time a restaurant 
invites Blonde Bites to come in 
they are always very welcoming 
and super excited to meet me," 
Philippart said. "I feel as if I am 
making a bunch of foodie friends 
each Blonde Bites adventure I go 
on. They [restaurant owners] also 
enjoy watching the process of me 
taking millions of photos of my 
food." 
Philippart shared how. social 
media has contributed to Blonde 
Bites' success, especially when 
it comes to recognition and 
invitations from restaurants. 
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quite differently since when the 
Instagram first began," Philippart 
said. "At first I always scrambled 
for old pictures of when I went 
out to eat, but then I started 
to have restaurants comment 
on my pictures. I decided from 
there that I would reach out to 
these restaurants and ask if they 
would like me to come in. To my 
surprise, restaurants were more 
than happy to host me and have 
me promote them. Now, I search 
for foodie places I would love to 
try and DM (direct message) them 
on Instagram or via email. I also 
have restaurants DM me which is 
wonderful." 
A majority of the foodie 
process involves taking lots of 
photos in order to get the perfect 
lighting and appropriate aesthetic. 
At the end of the day, the work 
seems to pay off when it comes 
to delicious free food and drinks. 
Philippart said she's grateful to 
engage with the food community 
and try new places. 
"I recommend if anyone 
has had an idea that they're 
passionate about they should 
use social media to export their 
experience to their friends, family, 
and any audience they would like 
to target," Philippart said. "I am 
always so excited to put a new post 
up every time and this Instagram 
has positively filled up my life." 
As a business major Philippart 
plans to pursue her dream to 
become a Chief Marketing Officer 
(CMO) of a company. But she said 
she will always have her blog as a 
•• 
Philippart enjoyed Universal Studios in Hollywood at Lard Lad Donuts. 
Photo courtesy of Tia Philippart 
side gig. 
"I really hope to start up 
a website, probably when I 
graduate, and write more blog 
posts," Philippart said. "I enjoy 
writing as well so when I have the 
extra time, I will work on directing 
my focus to writing more blogs 
online." 
With 584 followers on 
Instagram, Philippart hopes to 
grow her fan base and continue 
her passion for the culinary world 
one bite at a time. 




At last, Padres land Hosmer 
An eight-year, $144 million contract brings the star first baseman to the San Diego Padres 
Mere days after San Diego 
Padres players reported to Peoria, 
Arizona to open spring training, 
the Padres' front office reported it 
had opened something else — its 
pockets. The Padres signed free-
agent first baseman Eric Hosmer 
to an eight-year, $144 million 
contract, making it the richest 
deal of the MLB offseason and the 
richest deal in the history of the 
Padres. The 28-year-old Hosmer, 
formerly of the Kansas City Royals, 
comes at a hefty cost for a reason: 
he's a four-time Gold Glove 
award winner — in his prime — 
with championship pedigree. 
Padres fans are elated. 
Hosmer was the prize of the 
offseason, and in a duel between 
historically familiar opponents 
the clergy and the crown, the 
Padres bested the Royals in a 
months-long battle to sign him. 
University of San Diego 
senior Ben Friedl kept his eye 
on the process as it unfolded. 
"I've been following it very 
closely," Friedl said. "At the 
beginning of this offseason I had 
no idea that the Padres would 
even be in conversation with a free 
agent like Eric Hosmer. I believe 
that we're still two years away from 
being competitive, so a signing like 
Hosmer is a bit surprising because 
it's such a win-now signing." 
Friedl noted Hosmer's 
patient approach at the plate 
and his durability as welcome 
additions to the Padres. 
"He brings some consistency 
into the Padres lineup, which 
they're currently missing because 
they have a lot of young players," 
Friedl said. "Last year, his batting 
average was well over .300, and he's 
played over 150 games each of the 
past six seasons, something you 
really need as a team to grow and 
develop and become competitive." 
Senior Daniel Gardner, 
the center fielder for USD's 
baseball team, also said 
that Hosmer will provide an 
offensive boost to the lineup. 
"Hosmer is a guy who brings 
a lot of energy and a lot of 
pop," Gardner said. "I think he's 
going to hit 20 or more bombs 
with around 100 RBIs if he stays 
healthy this year. Not to mention 
his 'flow' is off the charts. When 
it comes down to it, though, 
Hosmer simply knows how to win." 
The star first baseman has an 
air of winning about him traceable 
to his role in the Royals winning the 
2015 World Series. Friedl said he 
hopes that this air will continue to 
swirl around Hosmer as he embeds 
himself in the Padres' dugout. 
"I don't expect them to 
compete this year, but Eric 
In his career as a visitor, Eric Hosmer has hi 
Hosmer, a former world champion, 
can have a contagious influence 
that improves the level of play of 
everyone else on the team," Friedl 
said. "His clubhouse presence, 
leadership, knowing what it 
takes to be a world champion — 
I think this is a fantastic signing." 
It will be some time before 
Hosmer shows whether he's the 
.441 (15 for 34) at Petco Park, which he wi 
all-important building block 
that the Padres and their fans 
expect him to be. This is mostly 
because baseball players are made 
not of cement, but instead of 
human goop — of bones, blood, 
ligaments, and neurons — which 
prevents a precise, accurate 
prediction about the long-term 
consequences of any free-agent 
call home in just over a month. 
Photo courtesy of Justin Braun 
signing. Padres fans can find solace 
in one fact, though, which became 
evident with Hosmer joining the 
team: the Padres'front office wants 
to win, not just in a few years but 
now, and it is willing to spend big 
money to accomplish just that. 
The Padres begin their regular 
season March 29 against the 
Milwaukee Brewers at Petco Park. 
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Baseball wraps up wild weekend 
Richan dazzles on the mound while Schuyler and Bewley show poise at the plate 
Anderson Haigler 
Sports Editor 
On a chilly night at Fowler 
Park, the University of San Diego's 
baseball team opened their 
2018 season against University 
of California, Berkeley (Cal) this 
past Thursday. A strong pitching 
performance by junior right­
hander Paul Richan kept the 
Toreros close for most of the game, 
but control issues from relief 
pitchers and a lack of offense dealt 
USD a 6-1 loss on opening night. 
Early on, the Toreros seemed 
to be in control. After giving up 
a sharp base hit to Cat's Tyrus 
Greene on the first pitch of the 
game, Richan settled . in with 
six consecutive strikeouts. He 
ultimately cruised his way through 
6 2/3 innings, surrendering 
just one unearned run behind 
12 strikeouts and no walks. 
Richan attributed his 
dominant start to having strong 
command of all of his pitches. 
"I was feeling all my pitches," 
Richan said. "I could throw all 
of them for strikes, and I was 
confident with them. I just really 
had that mindset of throwing 
strikes, and that was the result." 
Coach Rich Hill said 
that he was impressed with 
Richan's Friday night start. 
"That's one of the best 
performances that i have ever 
seen in a Torero uniform," Hill said. 
"It was just a matter of command, 
being able to throw four pitches for 
strikes, pounding the zone. In the 
Friday night atmosphere, opening 
day atmosphere, he just rose to 
the occasion and it was awesome." 
In the eighth inning the 
game began to slip away from 
the Toreros. Cal's Greene, who 
went 3-3 on the night, singled 
once again to start the inning, 
resulting in left-handed pitcher 
Anthony Donatella exiting the 
game. Sophomore right-hander 
Louis Crow entered for Donatella, 
and immediately struggled with 
control. He proceeded to walk 
three batters, eventually being 
charged with four earned runs 
in the inning. By the end of the 
eighth inning, the Golden Bears 
stretched their lead to 6-0 over the 
USD's dugout celebrates following an exciting moment in Friday night's game. In the past, Coach Hill has stressed the importance of winning the "dugout war. 
Toreros. Hill spoke about his team's 
command issues out of the bullpen. 
"Nothing was working for 
them," Hill said. "I don't think it 
was the moment or the stimulus. 
I just think we have to go back 
to work with both of them 
and figure some things out in 
the bullpen. They'll be fine." 
Offensively, the Toreros didn't 
was a good pitcher," Kunst said. "He 
threw with confidence and had a 
good fastball. His curveball also 
threw us off every once in a while." 
Hill agreed with Kunst's 
assessment of Cal's starter. 
"(Horn) is a top prospect, a 
big league, Pac-12, Friday-night 
guy," Hill said. "He's just got late 
life on his fastball, and I'm sure 
"Paul Richan's start tonight is one of the best 
performances that I have ever seen in a Torero 
uniform ... He just rose to the occasion and it was 
awesome." 
-Coach Rich Hill 
fare much better. Cal's Jared 
Horn threw five shutout innings, 
and allowed just four hits to 
begin the game. Though they 
ultimately recorded eight, hits 
to match Cal's total on the night, 
USD left 10 runners on base, and 
scored just one run on Friday. 
Redshirt sophomore second 
baseman Paul Kunst led the way 
for the Toreros at the plate with 
two hits and a walk, but stated 
that Horn was a formidable 
opponent on the mound. 
"(Horn) was pretty good, he 
he's pitching in the low 90s. That 
curveball can break your back, 
as he did with Tora (Otsuka) and 
(Brhet) Bewley with runners in 
scoring position in that one inning. 
His changeup was more effective 
than we thought. I thought that 
was his fourth-best pitch, but 
he really showed that against 
our left-handed hitters, so you 
really have to give credit to him." 
The Toreros showed signs of 
life on offense late in the eighth 
inning, when a Jay Schuyler single 
scored the Toreros' lone run of the 
game. That late-game rally would 
fall short, however, as USD left two 
runners on base to end the inning. 
They later went down in order in 
the ninth, and lost the game 6-1. 
Despite a tough night at the 
plate, the Toreros were optimistic 
for the rest of the season. 
"We'rereadytobouncebackand 
get after it tomorrow," Kunst said. 
The Toreros did just that the 
following day. In their second 
and final game of the weekend 
against Cal, the Toreros exploded 
for 11 runs in their first victory 
of the season. The majority of 
their offense came in a seven-run 
seventh inning behind RBIs from 
Jay Schuyler, Shane McGuire, Jeff 
Houghtby, and Brhet Bewley. 
The result was an 11-8 victory 
that was a stark contrast from their 
first game of the season. Following 
a 7-4 loss against Cincinnati in 
extra innings on Sunday, the 
Toreros picked up the second win 
of the season in dramatic fashion. 
Behind two home runs, including 
one to tie the game at three in the 
bottom of the ninth inning, the 
Toreros earned their second win of 
the season on a walk-off single from 
Brhet Bewley. Bewley spoke about 
his role in the late game heroics. 
"We played hard all day long," 
Photo courtesy of Thomas Christensen 
Bewley said. "Jay (Schuyler) came 
up huge for us with two home 
runs, and that just gave me an 
opportunity to get up there and 
get a good swing off, and I just 
tried to relax and not do too much." 
After a busy slate of weekend 
games, USD goes into next 
week with a record of 2-2. 
The Toreros return home to 
Fowler Park for a game against 
Indiana University Hoosiers 
on Friday, March 2, at 6 p.m. 
FINAL SCORES FOR THE 
WEEKEND 
FRIDAY: 
Cal 6, USD 1 
WP- HORN, LP -RICHAN 
SATURDAY: 
USD 11, Cal 8 
WP-PONCE, LP-SABOURt 
SUNDAY: 
Cincinnati 7, USD 4 (10) 
WP - YOAKAM, LP - FRIEDMAN 
USD 4, Cincinnati 3 
WP - KUHN, LP - WADE 
Outfielder Tora Otsuka races home to score the Toreros' lone run in Friday's game. 
Photo courtesy of Thomas Christensen 
Junior right-handed pitcher Paul Richan pitched 6 2/3 innings, struck out 12, and walked none in Friday's game. 
Photo courtesy of Thomas Christensen 
